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California fires threaten churches, displace members 

January 9, 2025 / Reporter / By Cheryl Magness 

    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A firefighter battles the Palisades fire as it burns a structure in the  
Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles on Tuesday, Jan. 7. (AP/Ethan Swope)  

 

   On Jan. 7, a series of wildfires, fueled by the Santa Ana winds, broke out in Los        
Angeles County, California. Currently, more than 29,000 acres are estimated to have 
burned, along with more than a thousand homes, businesses and other structures.      
Widespread evacuations have been ordered. Five people have reportedly died, with that 
number expected to rise. At this writing, three of the five named fire zones — Palisades, 
Eaton, Hurst, Lidia and Sunset — are still 0% uncontained. 

   Palisades Lutheran Church in Pacific Palisades, Calif., is within 100 yards of the fire 
line. The congregation’s pastor, the Rev. Dr. Martin Lee, reports that a neighboring 
church, Pacific Palisades Presbyterian Church, has already burned. 

   Lee has been updating followers on Facebook since the first signs of fire began. On the 
evening of Jan. 8, Lee wrote, “Our church remains by God’s grace, so far. We will want 
to be available for worship, distribution, housing, meet-ups and any other possible use to 
support those in need.” Lee reported that the parsonage also remains standing. 

   The Rev. Mike Gibson, president of the Pacific Southwest District of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), is closely monitoring the situation. He reports that 10 
members of Palisades Lutheran have had their homes destroyed, including the retired 
emeritus pastor. Among other LCMS churches in the areas threatened by fire, a number 
of members have had to evacuate and at least one other family has lost their home. Some 
students at Pacifica Christian High School, affiliated with Pilgrim Lutheran Church in 
Santa Monica, have also lost their homes. Many LCMS congregation members have had 
to secure alternative housing due to the evacuations, and at least one of the affected     
congregations is planning to hold services online this weekend due to the evacuations. 

   The Rev. Dr. Ross Johnson, director of LCMS Disaster Response, reached out to the 
Pacific Southwest District when the first reports of fire began coming in, offering the 
Synod’s support and prayers in the days and weeks to come. It will be some time before 
the full extent of damage and the resulting needs are known. 

   Late in the evening on Jan. 8, Rev. Lee posted the text of Psalm 27 on Facebook. Verse 
4 speaks of a house that is eternal, one that can never be destroyed by fire or any other 
threat: “One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in 
his temple” (NIV). 

   Please keep all of those who have been affected by the fires, and those who are still in 
harm’s way, in your prayers. Further information will be provided when it is available. 
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God’s Law Defines Perfect Love! 

   Do you believe that God’s Law is all about His wrath and eternal        

condemnation? Do you believe you do not need to keep it?  Often people, 

even Christians believe this; however, this is not what God’s says about it, 

but rather that His Law actually defines perfect love.  

   So, we might ask, how does the Law reveal God’s perfect love when it 

often sounds like nothing more than a list of commands that if not kept spells out our condemnation? 

   It sounds this way because as sinful humans we have lost our ability to see God for who He is, a loving  

Creator who’s divine will has but one purpose, and that is, that all things within His creation and eternal    

kingdom are designed for our good.  If we see God’s Law in this light, we can begin to appreciate that the law 

is not about condemning us, but about God’s gracious will that we live in harmony with Him and one another.  

It means that if we see the Law as good, we will also see another truth which is, the law actually defines 

God’s nature to be love.  In other words, the law reveals God’s perfect righteousness to us. 

   This may sound odd at first glance, but it’s not if we take into account that when God asks us to willingly 

and faithfully keep His law our lives actually reflect His divine nature.  Jesus life for example fully          

demonstrated what Gods’ love looks like when He kept the law perfectly.  

   Consequently, Jesus, who is God, and thus the author of the Law, calls us to faithfully keep it because He 

did not come into the world to condemn His good law, but came to redeem us from our inability to keep it   

perfectly because of our sinful nature.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the 

world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believes on him is not 

condemned: but he that believes not is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 

only begotten Son of God.” (John 3:16 – 18) 

   These familiar verses wonderfully express how God kept His law of love by sending His Son Jesus to fulfill 

what it requires, and that is that we keep all that the law demands. And so, Jesus did. Through His perfect 

obedience, He did what we cannot, He fulfilled the law by dying on the cross for the redemption of our souls 

from sin.  On the cross Jesus demonstrated what perfect love looks like according to His law.  

   So, what does this mean for us? Simply, that if Jesus kept the Law it must be good for us to keep because 

in doing so we are following His example.  When we keep the law we are saying to our Savior we desire to 

show love towards Him and one another.  

   On the other hand, if we reject Jesus command to keep the law and chose to break it, we are actually     

rejecting His love. It is we, who are choosing to be condemned under His perfect justice. It is we who are   

rejecting the forgiveness Jesus won for us by dying on His cross.  And, we are in fact casting judgment upon 

Jesus as we continue in the false belief that He is a demanding, unloving tyrant who only desires to condemn 

us for breaking His law.  But this is not true! 

   Jesus, rather, asks us to so strive to keep the law the best we can, but not because we fear His wrath, but 

because we have His forgiveness even when we fail to keep it.  

   This is His gift of grace to us, and through it He teaches us that to keep His law is to demonstrate to the 

world the perfect love the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have bestowed upon us. So keep God’s Law because 

it’s perfectly good to do so!  God’s blessings! .    

                                                                                                                       In Christ, Pastor Uhrinak 
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 Ladies Guild 

 Ladies Guild will meet on Thursday, February 6th at 1:30 pm at the Church.   

 Men of Trinity 

 Will meet on Monday, February 3rd at  5:30 pm at the Church.    

 Active Christian Fellowship   

 The Active Christian Fellowship will meet on Monday, February 10th at 6:30 pm.  

 Hannah Circle 

 Will meet on Thursday, February 13th at 1:30 pm.    

 Altar Circle 

 Will not meet in January, February or March.   

 Eunice Circle 

 Will meet on Tuesday, February 18th at 9:30 am.  

 Christian Singles 

 The Christian Singles will meet for lunch on Sunday, February 9th.   

 Happy Quilters 

 The “Happy Quilters” meet on the 3rd & 4th Thursdays of each month at 9:00am at the church. 

CHURCH BOARDS 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
President: Randy Yarbrough -  218-766-0695 
Council Secretary: Amy Koebke - 218-586-3319 
Financial Secretary - Becky Theis - 218-368-6916 
Treasurer: Scott Kurtzweg - 218-556-2892 

ELDERS 
If your last name begins with:  Then you Elder is: 
 A - C         Rod Wentzel - 218-751-6119 
 D - H         Scott Wilson - 701-238-7557 
 I - M         Mike Lohse - 218-556-7540 
 N - R         VACANCY 
 S          Eric Lee - 218-966-1023 
 T - Z         Kevin Ellis - 218-987-2752 

TRUSTEES 

Carlos Moreno - 218-444-2888 
Mark Tisler - 701-640-3447 
Dave Krueger - 218-766-5053 
 
BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 

David/Susan Krueger - 218-444-9583 
Bonnie Wentzel - 218-751-6119 
Larry Eichstadt - 218-751-0659 
 
BOARD OF MISSIONS 
Mary Krueger - 218-751-3794 
VACANCY 
Steve Krueger - 218-751-3794 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Sheridan Ellis - 218-368-8317 
VACANCY 
Ben Lang - 218-340-3672 
 
YOUTH BOARD 

Susan Krueger - 218-444-9583 
Dede Kubitz - 218-280-8526 
VACANCY 
 
SCHOOL BOARD 
Leah Blocker - 507-317-8138 

Bev Haman - 224-2147 
Susan Kruger, 444-9583  
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DISTRICT NEWS 

https://ministrysafe.com/lcms 
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Lutheran Island Camp 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

 

 

Feb 7-8, Mar 14-15 

Confirmation Weekends  

Confirmation Weekends are led by Program Direc-

tor Olivia, with the exception of the Confirmation           

Instruction time. To register your group, contact   

Dianne at licbusiness@islandcamp.org. 
 

April 2-6 

Quilt & Craft Retreat 

$160/2 nights 

$200/3 nights 

$240/4 nights 

$280/5 nights 

Join us on the Island for a relaxing retreat full of 

quilting and crafts! Food and lodging is provided. 

Please bring your own bedding and toiletries. This 

year, due to the ERC renovations, the Quilt & Craft 

Retreat will look a little different. Please CLICK 

HERE for a letter from Program Director Olivia 

outlining these changes.  
 

For any questions, please contact Olivia at   

licprogram@islandcamp.org. 

_________________________________ 

What you can do: 

 Volunteer for our biannual spring and fall work 
days 

 Sign up and volunteer for a time to serve the 
island 

 Help fund projects for the improvement of camp 
 Pray for the ministry of Lutheran Island Camp 

  

Prayers are powerful!  It is the prayers of our faith-
ful supporters that make the ministry of Lutheran 
Island Camp fruitful. 

"This is the confidence we have in approaching 
God: that if we ask anything according to his will, 
he hears us." - 1 John 5:14 

The NEW Portals of Prayer for  
January - March are in the basket 

at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

TLC PRESCHOOL’S 
WEIRD AND WACKY  

SCIENCE NIGHT 
Come for a night of science fun!!  

Thursday, Feb. 13th   

from 5:30pm -6:30pm.   

The TLC PRESCHOOL and 
Growing Tree Childcare 

Will be CLOSED on Friday, 
February 14th 

-------------------------------- 
The TLC PRESCHOOL and  

Growing Tree Childcare 
will be closed on Monday, 

February 19th for President’s Day 

 

Board Games & Bingo 
Party 

Sunday, February 16th  
Immediately Following Bible Study 

Food, Games, Prizes, and Fun! 

Bring your favorite game to share,  
learn new games, bring friends, have fun! 

Hope to see you there!  

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
February 2nd 

Join us to welcome the newest members  
of our Trinity family! 

 

We Welcome: 

Greg & Katie Malbraaten 

Ian & Rachel Vander Hoeven 

Emily Aschnewitz 

Ross Chandler 

Evan, Theresa, and Sarah Hartshorn 
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PReschool 
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February Stewardship 

“Christ’s Life, and Love, and Light” 
 

Open our eyes Lord to see Your love’s intent, 
To know with minds and hearts its depth and height 
May thankfulness be days in service spent 
Reflection of Christ’s life, and love, and light. (LSB 788) 
 

   As stewards enter the month of February, it is fitting that we look at the last stanza of the stewardship hymn, “Forgive 
Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness” (LSB 788). It is in these words that we see that the heart of stewardship is indeed 
love. Love has flowed from our Lord to us in the person and work of Jesus Christ. This love is then to flow from us to 
others. Being a conduit of love is really the central task of what it means to be a steward. The Lord entrusts us with His 
love that reconciles us to Himself, so that we might be stewards of the Gospel reconciliation that is freely given through 
us to those around us.  

   If we don’t see this love from God to us, then through us, to others, our eyes will be closed not just to the needs of 
those around us. They will also be closed to the very heart of the Gospel itself. This is why the hymnist prays that the 
Lord would “Open our eyes, Lord, to see Your love’s intent, To know with minds and hearts its depth and height.” 

   Only when we are immersed in God’s Holy Word, washed in Holy Baptism’s life-giving water and fed on the holy, 
precious, body and blood of Jesus in the Holy Supper, will the Spirit be able to open our eyes to see the Lord’s loving 
intent for us, and those we know and love. Sin blinds us. It makes us think that we are the center of our world, and our 
pleasure is the key.  

   In the Word, the Lord shows us the depth and height of His love. The depth of that love is what moved Him from His 
throne in heaven into our world. There He would don our human flesh, walk the dusty roads of Palestine, and set His 
face toward Jerusalem. Once there we get to see the height of His love, as He is elevated on a Roman cross to die a death 
that we deserve. But that would not be the end. He would be lowered into a tomb for three days. On that third day we 
then see the heights of love ascended to in His resurrection. This resurrection is already ours too! 

   The depth and height of this love poured out on us by the Holy Spirit then is distributed through us to others. Christ’s 
servant love is shown in our servant love. The hymn utters the prayer of every Christian steward:  

May thankfulness be days in service spent 
Reflection of Christ’s life, and love, and light. 
 

   This is the task for which stewards were originally created. Bearing the image of creation and redemption, we reflect 
Christ’s love to those around us. The light of Christ shining through us to others is the true stewardship to which we are 
called. It takes place in our homes. It is lived out in our workplaces and classrooms. As we bear the life, love and light 
received in Word and Sacrament, we carry it out in service to our neighbor and for the glory of God!  

   Forgive us, Lord, when our stewardship of thankfulness is shallow or lacking! Fill us with Your life, love and light! 
Not just for us, but through us to those we know and love, that they may know Your life, love and light for them! 

Monthly Receipts/Expenses December 2024  

General Fund Receipts $30,286.34  

PS/CC Receipts $30,907.24  

Interest Receipts $270.36  

(Transfer to Money Market)   Adjustments   

TOTAL RECEIPTS $61,463.94  

   

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSES $45,169.89  

   

 Monthly +/- Year to Date +/- 

OVERAGE/SHORTAGE   +$16,294.05 +$14186.21 



10 

 

It’s Easy, just follow these steps... 
 

1. Visit Trinity’s Website at  www.trinitybemidji.org. 

2. Click on “Donate” at the top right of the Home Page. 

3. On the next page, Click the Donate button and you will be directed to our 
PayPal page.  

4. From here, you can either donate with your existing PayPal account OR       

if you don’t have an account you can donate with your Credit Card. 

5. Then just complete using your information and submit.   
 

If you have any questions about the process, please call the church office. 

YOU CAN NOW GIVE YOUR 
TITHE OR OFFERING 

ONLINE?! 

The Benefits Of  Online Giving 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
You have the option of giving a one 
time gift, or having your tithe post 
monthly. 
 

CONVENIENT  
You can continue to support Trinity 
even if you are away on vacation or 
gone for the winter. 
 

FLEXIBILITY 
You can give to the General Fund or 
choose to give to a specific Ministry 
of the church. 
 

If you would like help in learning how 
make your donation or tithe to Trinity 
online, just stop in to the office, we are 
happy to help.   
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Address/Phone 
 

If your address and/or 
phone number changes, 
please let the church office 
know, so your information 
will be correct in the church 
database.  Thank you! 

 

Altar Flower Volunteers Needed!! 
 

 

Please sign up to sponsor the    

Altar Flowers for 2025! 

February Birthdays and Anniversaries at Trinity Lutheran Church 

1 Margaret Richer 

Evan Hartshorn 

 

2 Madelyn Schuette 

 

 

5 Melissa Milnar 

 

 

6 Pam Eichstadt 

 

 

7 Linda Erickson 

 

 

10 Vern Holzhueter 

Ron Nelson 

 

11 Donovan Lundin 

Emily Manecke 

 

12 Don Bock 

 

 

14 Tanner Lang 

Jace Davis 

 

16 Greg Malbraaten 

 

 

17 Greg Anderson 

  

 

18 Scott Wilson 

 

 

19 Nate Lundeen 

Louis Blocker 

 

22 Jim Erickson 

Sun Prouty 

  

24 Tammy Freye 

 

 

26 Arlyce Stanko 

Randy Yarbrough 

 

27 Clyde Bell 

Tim Freye 

 

28 Evan & Theresa Hartshorn (12) 
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If you are interested in 
being a Greeter or an 
Usher, please speak 

with one of the Elders. 

Please check the covered bulletin boards 
in the Church Entrance Hall for posted 
Letters, Community Events, Concerts, 

Meals, Fundraisers, local activities and news.  

LARGE PRINT bulletins are 
available for those that have 
difficulty with the regular bulletin.  If 
you would benefit from having one 
of these bulletins, please ask an 
usher for a copy. 

Bemidji Area Food Shelf 

WHEN YOU LEAVE GOD’S HOUSE, please turn out ALL 

the lights (except in the office hallway) and please 

check that ALL the entrance doors are LOCKED, even 

if you didn’t unlock them. 
Trinity, along with United Methodist 
Church volunteer the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the Food Shelf.  The 
first shift is from 9am-12pm and the 
second shift is from 12-3:30pm. Both 
shifts need 6-7 volunteers.   
 

The Food Shelf would not function without all 
the volunteers who give of their time.  Thank 
you for all you do to help the Food Shelf run 
smoothly.  ~June Roxstrom 

Portals of Prayer are in the basket at 
the back of the sanctuary. 

Check out the “RESOURCE TABLE” in the      
Fellowship Hall for FREE Books, Periodicals,  

Devotionals, and More. 

Greeting Cards Available! 

Individual Cards are $1.00 each.  Boxed 
cards are priced on bottom.  Checks are 
preferred.  Please make your checks 
out to Trinity Ladies Aid and put your 

payment in the container provided.  Thank you. 

A “Gluten Free” option is available 

for communion.  If you would like to 

take  advantage of this option, 

please speak with Pastor or Elders.  

   The first Sunday of Epiphany   
commemorates the visit of  the 
Wise Men to the infant Jesus 
and the second Sunday         
observes the Baptism of our 

Lord.  Therefore, the paraments are white, the 
color of purity and eternity.   
   The remaining Sundays after the Epiphany 
have green paraments.  The last Sunday after 
the Epiphany is again white for the             
Transfiguration of our Lord.  The emphasis for 
the whole season of Epiphany is on the           
self-revelation of God to the world. 

  1 Luke 2:29-32 
Exodus 1-3 

  2 Psalm 59 
Exodus 4-6 

  3 Psalm 60 
Exodus 7-9 

  4 Psalm 61 
Exodus 10-12 

  5 Psalm 62 
Exodus 13-15 

  6 Psalm 63 
Exodus 16-18 

  7 Psalm 64 
Exodus 19-21 

  8 Psalm 65 
Exodus 22-24 

  9 Psalm 66 
Exodus 25-27 

10 Psalm 67 
Exodus 28-30 

11 Psalm 68 
Exodus 31-33 

12 Psalm 69 
Exodus 34-36 

13 Psalm 70 
Exodus 37-38 

14 Psalm 71 
Exodus 39-40 

 

15 Psalm 72 
Leviticus 1-3 

16 Psalm 73 
Leviticus 4-6 

17 Psalm 74 
Leviticus 7-9 

18 Psalm 75 
Leviticus 10-12 

19 Psalm 76 
Leviticus 13-15 

20 Psalm 77 
Leviticus 16-18 

21 Psalm 78 
Leviticus 19-21 

 

22 Psalm 79 
Leviticus 22-24 

23 Psalm 80 
Leviticus 25-27 

24 Psalm 81 
Numbers 1-3 

25 Psalm 82 
Numbers 4-6 

26 Psalm 83 
Numbers 7-9 

27 Psalm 84 
Numbers 10-12 

28 Luke 2:29-32 
Numbers 13-15 

Read Through the Bible in a Year - February 
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Calendar 


